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Scenario
From 1956 Constant Nieuwenhuys, a Dutch architect 
and painter, started to draw up the visionary proposal of 
New Babylon, an architectural innovative project for the 
society of the future.
He was co-founder of the Cobra artistic group in the 1940s 
and in 1953 he quit painting to focus on the theoretical 
concept of “building”. Constant has also been among the 
founders of the Situationist International in 1957, in which 
his theoretical experiments played a significant role from 
the outset of the movement until 1960, when he left. The 
project New Babylon - the choice of the name aimed to 
be provoking and controversial – is at the origins of the 
situationist city.
New Babylon is a suspended collective structure, which 
extends to the entire living space and is separated from the 
crossing traffic. Rich in social gathering places and varied 
impulses, New Babylon is supposed to be periodically 
renewed and transformed by “teams of specialized 
creators, who will be professional situationalist”.
New Babylon intends to be a model of evolving city, suitable 
for a nomadic population inclined to constant change 
and bearing no strings attached to the old social models 
recalling the “now obsolete ideology of private property 
and sedentariness”. Nomadic camps and playgrounds are 
the ideal reference. The Dutch architect attempts to draw 
architecture and urbanism back to the inhabitants, who are 
free to choose and change their urban and social habitat at 
any moment according to their needs and desires. 
The New Babylon is temporary, variable, hyper-
technological and playful. Situations spur in a spontaneous 
and natural fashion, desire and its fulfillment drive them 
(and become their purpose).
The first image of New Babylon came out in 1957 on the 
new situationist release of «Potlacth» (magazine of the 
Letterist International). To each observer passing through, 
the city appears as if it was suspended in his mind, streets 
are nowhere to be found, nor sidewalks, for it is not an 
actual city but a space with no borders or – better - with 
ever changing unstable borders which follow the emerging 
desires.
You will find no street signs showing directions, as there 
are no directions to be followed but a mere wandering 
leading to a constant exploration of the present and future 
space. People will use psycho-geography to understand, 
analyze and produce space.
Partially inspired by Constant and the Situationists’ 
research, starting from the ‘90s a range of contemporary 
artists – the German group Park Fiction, the Danish 
Superflex, the French Atelier d’Architecture Autogerée 
or the Italian Stalker, the English artist Nils Norman and 
many others – are experimenting new ways of grassroots 
urban living in order to retrieve those spaces where you 
can escape the logic transforming creativity into a carrier 
of value.

Project brief
Students are invited to present a work-device (from an 
object to an environment project, a video, an exhibition 
proposal, a urban story, etc.) casting a critical look onto 
the present urban environment to highlight the discomfort 
of contemporary cities and suggest new ways of urban 
living.
Can a work or a project drive to the creation of new 
socializing and living patterns? The project should be based 
on the experience and working style of the applicant, for 
the proposed structure or intervention to spotlight the 
applicant’s specific creative, artistic or curatorial skills.

Audience
The competition is open to young artists searching for a 
solid education in the field of visual arts production with 
a highly specialized curatorial program, with the aim of 
building the skills of artists and curators starting from the 
same shared exhibition environment.
 

Eligibility
Candidates holding a first-level academic diploma or BA 
degree, or about to graduate within the academic
year 2011/12.

Deliverables
Candidates are required to submit:
•	 The project should be presented as a text explaining 

the concept (max 2 A4 pages), possibly accompanied 
by a graphic project realized as a drawing, a 
photomontage or any other technique (max 4 A3 
pages) and other additional digital materials (CD, 
DVD, USB key with the visualization of the project, 
photos, 3D, designs, drawings, etc. in pdf format).

•	 Personal portfolio of works and projects: (maximum 3 
candidate’s best visual art design projects)

•	 Detailed curriculum vitae
•	 NABA Two-Year Master of Arts Degree Programs 

Application Form – Academic Year 2013

Candidates are asked to send their materials in English 
or Italian language and in two files in PDF format: one 
including competition project and one including personal 
portfolio.

Jury
Luca Cerizza, indipendent curator
Céline Condorelli, artist/architect, visiting professor at 
NABA
Marco Scotini, curator, director of the Visual Arts dept. 
and director of the MA in Visual Arts and Curatorial Studies 
at NABA 
Bert Theis, artist
Nomeda and Gediminas Urbonas, artists, professors at 
the Massachussets Institute of Technology
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Prizes
The three best projects will be awarded a scholarship for 
partial coverage of the tuition fee to attend the first year 
of the MA in Visual Arts and Curatorial Studies starting on 
January 2013.
•	 1st prize: n. 1 scholarship covering 60% of the tuition 

fee to attend the first year of the Master Degree
•	 2nd prize: n. 1 scholarship covering 50% of the tuition 

fee to attend the first year of the Master Degree
•	 3rd prize: n. 1 scholarship covering 40% of the tuition 

fee to attend the first year of the Master Degree
Scholarships can be extended to the second year of the 
program, as long as the students meet the required 
standards, namely 27/30 average of marks and a total 
of 40 credits of passed exams in the fall session of the 
academic year 2012/13.

Delivery information
Projects in digital format must be sent to int.info@naba.it
Alternatively, hard copies of work should be sent to:

NABA Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti Milano
International Admissions Office
Via Darwin, 20 – Azzurro Building
20143 Milan, Italy

Schedule
24th August 2012 – Deadline for submitting applications 
and projects
14th September 2012 –Communication of results to 
participants
30th September 2012 – Deadline for winners to matriculate 
in the MA in Visual Arts and Curatorial Studies
30th November 2012 – Deadline to enroll in any NABA 
MA Degree Program in order not to lose the right to the 
scholarship
14th January 2013 – Courses Starting Date

General terms and conditions
•	 Every moral or paternity right as to the project 

remains property of the author. The projects sent to 
NABA will not be returned.

•	 NABA is entitled not to award the scholarship if 
the projects are deemed not to meet the suitable 
standards defined by the jury. The jury will judge at 
its own discretion and its decision is final.

•	 The scholarship presented in this public announcement 
can not be combined with other economic reductions 
offered by NABA.

•	 The scholarship will be deducted from the balance of 
the tuition fee.

•	 The assigned scholarship which will not be confirmed 
could be transferred to the next candidate in the 
ranking list.

Master of Arts Degree in Visual 
Arts and Curatorial Studies
The two-year MA in Visual Arts and Curatorial Studies aims 
to build the skills of artists and curators starting from the 
same shared exhibition environment, where the role and 
the talents of both are open frameworks to be redefined. 
The program provides a range of interdisciplinary activities 
developed through lectures, workshops, seminars and 
exhibitions in order to create new educational and 
practical models in the field of contemporary art.
Graduates from this MA program enjoy professional careers 
as curator, editors of specialized magazines and books, 
journalists, and exhibition designers. Visual culture, visual 
and performing arts, curatorial studies and exhibition 
design are included in the research and analysis fields.

Information
For more information, please send an e-mail with your 
inquiries to int.info@naba.it
www.naba.it


